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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Taylor et al. (US 5769527), hereinafter referred to as Taylor. 

Regarding claim 1, Taylor teaches A method for light script command encoding 
for dynamically controlling an ambient light source (88) (col. 1 3 line 36-45, 9-16, 1 6-35, 
col. 5 line 43-48, col. 10 line 1-12, col. 12 line 60-67), comprising: [1] Encoding a setting 
code (S) (via lamp processor system 1 78 of fig 5 and/or parameter drive circuit 254 of 
fig 6 and/or parameter control circuit 278 of fig 7 and/or parameter control circuit 296 of 
fig 8) usable by said ambient light source to" specify at least one controlled operating 
parameter that comprises at least one of a luminance (Y), a chrominance (x, y), and a 
light character (G) (col. 10 line 16-24, 25-29, 55-57, col. 1 1 line 5-7, col. 24 line 30-col. 
26 line 44); [2] Encoding a change code (T) usable by said ambient light source to 
specify at least one change in said controlled operating parameter, said change code 
comprising at least one of a change type (F) (fading out via grand master fade control 
1 1 2 of fig 3 and/or cross-fading via cross faders 1 1 6 and 1 1 8 both of fig 3, optical 
encoder programming, switch input sensing response, fader input scanning subsidiary, 
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pending message manager subsidiary, ) and a rate parameter (Q) (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 
14 line 7-23, 25-41 , 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10); and said setting code and said change 
code each so formulated that said ambient light source using same and so dynamically 
controlled can fully execute said change through a range of values OR) of said 
controlled operating parameter without further command encoding (col. 8 line 3-5, 19- 
32, and 64-67, col. 12 line 57-59, col. 13 line 1-9, 9-16, 16-35, 36-61). 

Regarding claim 15, Taylor teaches A method for dynamically controlling an 
ambient light source using light script command encoding (col. 1 3 line 36-45, 9-1 6, 1 6- 
35, col. 5 line 43-48, col. 10 line 1-12, col. 12 line 60-67), comprising: [1] decoding a 
setting code that specifies settings usable by said ambient light source (col. 10 line 16- 
24, 25-29, 55-57, col. 1 1 line 5-7, col. 24 line 30-col. 26 line 44); [2] using said decoding 
of said setting code to specify at least one controlled operating parameter that 
comprises at least one of a luminance (Y), a chrominance (x, y), and a light character 
(G) (col. 10 line 16-24, 25-29, 55-57, col. 1 1 line 5-7, col. 24 line 30-col. 26 line 44); 
[3] driving said ambient light source using said controlled operating parameter (col. 10 
line 16-24, 25-29, 55-57, col. 1 1 line 5-7, col. 24 line 30-col. 26 line 44); [4] decoding a 
change code that specifies at least one change in said controlled operating parameter, 
said change code comprising at least one of a change type (F) and a rate parameter (Q 
(col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25-41, 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10); [5] driving said 
ambient light source using said change through a range of values (R) of said controlled 
operating parameter without further light script command decoding (col. 8 line 3-5, 19- 
32, and 64-67, col. 12 line 57-59, col. 13 line 1-9, 9-16, 16-35, 36-61). 
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Regarding claim 19, Taylor teaches An article of manufacture comprising: a 
computer-readable medium (DVD) having computer-readable light script command 
encoding for dynamically controlling an ambient light source (88) (col. 13 line 36-45, 9- 
16, 16-35, col. 5 line 43-48, col. 10 line 1-12, col. 12 line 60-67), said computer- 
readable medium comprising at least one of: [ 1 ] a computer-readable a setting code 
(S) usable by said ambient light source to specify at least one controlled operating 
parameter that comprises at least one of a luminance (Y), a chrominance (x, y), and a 
light character (G) (col. 1 0 line 1 6-24, 25-29, 55-57, col. 1 1 line 5-7, col. 24 line 30-col. 
26 line 44); and [2] a computer-readable change code (T) usable by said ambient light 
source to specify at least one change in said controlled operating parameter, said 
change code comprising at least one of a change type (F) and a rate parameter (Q) 
(col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25-41, 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10); and said setting code 
and said change code each so formulated that said ambient light source using same 
and so dynamically controlled can fully execute said change through a range of values 
(R) of said controlled operating parameter Without requiring further reading of said light 
script command encoding (col. 8 line 3-5, 1 9-32, and 64-67, col. 12 line 57-59, col. 13 
line 1-9, 9-16, 16-35, 36-61). 

Regarding claim 2, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , wherein said 
ambient light source comprises a plurality of individual light sources (3, CL1) and 
wherein said setting code is further encoded to specify said controlled operating 
parameter for any of a plurality of light IDs (1 ... N), each corresponding to one of said 
individual light sources (col. 12 line 60-67). 
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Regarding claim 3, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , wherein said 
ambient light source comprises a plurality of individual light sources (3, CLI) and 
wherein said change code is further encoded to specify said change in said controlled 
operating parameter for any of a plurality of light IDs (1 ... N), eaeh corresponding to 
one of said individual light sources (col. 13 line 36-45, 9-16, 16-35, col. 5 line 43-48, col. 
10 line 1-12, col. 12 line 60-67). 

Regarding claim 4, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
[3] encoding a second change code (T2) usable by said ambient light source to specify 
at least one second change in at least said controlled operating parameter, said second 
change code comprising at least one of a second change type and a second rate 
parameter; said setting code and said second change code each so formulated that 
said ambient light source so dynamically controlled can fully execute said second 
change without further command encoding (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 1 4 line 7-23, 25-41 , 
42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding claim 5, Taylor teaches The method of claim 4, further comprising: 
[4] encoding a repeat of said setting code formulated to be usable by said ambient light 
source after said second change code (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25-41 , 42-50, 
62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding claim 6, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , wherein said 
change code is so formulated as to further encode at least one of a start time and a stop 
time for said change (col. 10 line 13-24). 
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Regarding claim 7, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , wherein the change 
code comprises a change type that specifies said change in said controlled operating 
parameter, wherein said change type comprises at least one of: a fade in; a fade out; a 
sinusoidal output; a trigonometric output; a spike; a waveform; a specified function (F1 ) 
of said operating parameter; an operator; and an envelope (C) (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 
line 7-23, 25-41 , 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding claim 8, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , wherein the change 
code comprises a rate parameter that specifies said change in said controlled operating 
parameter, wherein said rate parameter comprises at least one of: an argument of a 
function (2); a fade in time period over which a fade in occurs; a fade out time period 
over which a fade out occurs; a magnitude of a function; a phase era function; an off 
time period; an on time period; and a step frequency (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 
25-41, 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding claim 9, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
entropy encoding of at least part of at least one of said setting code and said change 
code (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25-41, 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding clam 10, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
recording a script comprising at least one of said setting code and said change code 
into packetized data (S, T) (col. 15 line 3). 

Regarding claim 11, Taylor teaches The method of claim 10, further 
comprising transmitting said script over at least one of a content carrier, synchronous 
data carrier and an asynchronous data carrier, and decoding said script to allow said 
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dynamic control of said ambient light source (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25-41 , 
42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding claim 12, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
recording a script comprising at least one of said setting code and said change code 
onto a computer-readable (24 of fig 1 ) medium (DVD) (fig 1 ). 

Regarding claim 13, Taylor teaches The method of claim 12, further 
comprising reading said script on said computer-readable medium (DVD) during a 
display of video content (FIG 1 ). 

Regarding claim 14, Taylor teaches The method of claim 1 , further comprising 
recording a script comprising said setting code and said change code into packetized 
data (S, T), said packetized data so formulated so as to allow separate communication 
of said setting code and said change code (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25-41 , 
42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding claim 16, Taylor teaches The method of claim 15, additionally 
comprising, prior to step [1], deriving said setting code from a first signal source (HD), 
and said change code from a second signal source (AVS, DVD) (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 
14 line 7-23, 25-41 , 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Regarding claim 17, Taylor teaches The method of claim 15, additionally 
comprising, prior to step [1], reading at least one of said setting code and said change 
code from a computer-readable medium (DVD) (col. 7 line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25- 
41, 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 
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Regarding claim 18, Taylor teaches the method of claim 15, additionally 
comprising, after step [4], further changing said controlled operating parameter based 
on decoding one of a user preference and an input from a user interface (fig 3). 

Regarding claim 20, Taylor teaches The article of claim 19, further comprising 
a computer-readable second change code (T2) usable by said ambient light source to 
specify at least one second change in at least said controlled operating parameter, said 
second change code comprising at least one of a second change type and a second 
rate parameter; said setting code and said second change code each so formulated that 
said ambient light source so dynamically controlled can fully execute said second 
change without requiring further reading of said light script command encoding (col. 7 
line 57-67, col. 14 line 7-23, 25-41, 42-50, 62-67, fig 3, 10). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Akashi et al. (US 6611297) discloses Illumination control method. 

Gutta (US 2007/0091 111) discloses AMBIENT LIGHT DERIVED BY 
SUBSAMPLING VIDEO CONTENT AND MAPPED THROUGH UNRENDERED 
COLOR SPACE. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TONY DAVIS whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5586. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30 a.m. -6 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Quan-Zhen Wang can be reached on 571-272-31 14. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IT. D.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2629 
/Quan-Zhen Wang/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



